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$2.63 million award

Jury award may be Van
Buren'’s largest; Formula K
owners may app&a&

BY ED FINNERTY
KALAMAZOO GAZETTE

PAW PAW - Two Western Michi-
gan sfudents hort when an inflat-
ahle slide toppled at the Formula K
Family Fan Park in Mattawan
were awarded $2.68 million by a
javy in what is belioved to be the
largest jury sward in Van Buren
County history.

A Formula K co-owner said he
expects the awards to be appealed.

On Sept. 15, 1999, Egrinie Dyson

and Susan Rielim were on a WMU
business fratertiity outing fo For-
mla K and climbed aboard the Tt
tanie Adventure Slide, a 33foot {all,
airdilled slide shiaped like a sinking
luxury Tiner to pose for a pictare,
Nime students were ascetiding the
slide, with permission of the atten-
dart, when it tipped over; according
to the suit.
Riehm and Dyson, both of whom
had reached the top, plunged about
Bofeettothe concrete, sald Richard
Halpert, who assisted pariver Bon-
e Sawusch in the trial. Rielum suf-
fered a “traumatic brain frjwy”
that has caused losses of memory
and concentration, among other
problems, according to the suit.

| Kalamazo, Michigan

Dyson frachaed vertebrae and 4
foot and was left with a perfnanent
limyp likely to worsen over time,
Halpertsaid.

After g three-day frial, a jury on
Thursday awardsd Dyson $2 mil
Yon for past and fatuve losses and
awarded $832,000 to Richm. Dyson,
24, gradusted from Western last
August and is a college admissions
adviser in Defroit. Riehm, 22, of
Okemos, is a fundor at WMU cur-
rently studying in Germany;

Their Kalamazoo atforneys pre-
sefited evidetice that the slide atfen-
dant allowed aboard more people
than the fourperson Hmit pre-
scribed by the stide mamdacturers,
and that there was one attendant

instead of the two called for by the
marnufacturer

“There was absolutely no ques-
tion about negligence,” said Circuit
Judge William Buhl, who temoved
the issue from the jury’s discretion
and instructed i to deliberate on
damages.

Buhl, who has been on the Van
Buren County bench since 1974,
said the $2.63 million, to his knowl-
edge, is the most g Van Buren jury
has awarded in a negligence case,
Lawsuits have been settled out of
eotrt for lavger sums, hie said.

The business had $1 million in Ii-
ability coverage at the time of the
accident, according to cowrt
records.

accident

John Stephani, who owns For-
mula K Family Fun Parks Ine. with
Richard Sexton, said he expects to

- appeal. Asked whether the awards

might put the park out of buginess
if they stand, Stephiani shrugged:
“Don't know. I canvt tell you” He de-
clined to comment farther The
Ralamazoo Gazette was tnable fo
veach the owners’ Batile Creek at-
torney, Kurt Letering, for comment.

Formuta K, located just off the
Mattawan exit to 194, opened in
1984 and Includes water and go-cart
rides, miniature golf, batting cages
and arcades.
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3688531,




