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Jury award may be Van 
Bureris largest; Formula K 
owners may appeal, 
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PAW PAW- Two Western Michi-
gan students hurt when an inflat-
able slide toppled at the Formula K 
family Fun Park in Mattawan 
were awarded $2.63 million by a 
jury in what is beMeved to be Ike 
largest jury award in Van Buren 
County history 

A Formula K co-owner said he 
expects the awards to be appealed, 

On Sept. 15,199% Kortnie Dyson 

on aw; 
and Susan Riehm were on a WMU 
business fraternity outing to For-
mula K and elimhedaboard the Ti-
tanic Adventure Slide, a 33-foot tail* 
airfMe&sEde shaped like a sinking 
luxury liner; to pose for a picture. 
Hine students were ascending the 
slide, with permission of the atten-
dant, when ittipped over, according 
to the suit 

Riehm andDyson, both of whom 
had reached the top, pirated about 
-S&feettofhe concrete, said Richard 
Halperf, who assisted partner Bon-
nie Sawuseh in the trial. Riehm suf-
fered a "traumatic brain injury" 
that has caused losses of memory 
and concentration, among other 
problems, according to the suit. 

Dyson fractured vertebrae and a 
foot and was left with a permanent 
limp likely to worsen over time, 
Halpertsaid. 

After a three-day trial, a jury on 
Thursday awarded Dyson $2 mil-
lion for past and fixture losses and 
awarded $632,000 to Riehm. Dyson, 
24, graduated from Western last 
August and is a college admissions 
adviser in Detroit. Riehm, 23, of 
Okemos, is a junior at WMU cur-
rently studying in Germany 

Their Kalamazoo attorneys pre-
sented evidence that the slide atten-
dant allowed aboard more people 
than the four-person limit pre-
scribed by the slide manufacturers, 
and that there was one attendant 

instead of the two called for by the 
manufacturer. 

"There was absolutely no gues-
tionaboutnegligence,'' said Circuit 
Judge William Buhl, who removed 
the issue from the jury's discretion 
and instructed it to deliberate on 
damages. 

Buhl, who has been on the Van 
Buren C&unty bench since 1974, 
said the $2.63 million, to his knowl-
edge, is the most a Van Buren jury 
has awarded in a negligence case, 
Lawsuits have been settled out of 
court for larger sums, he said. 

The business had $1 mfflon in li-
ability coverage at the time of the 
accident, according to court 
records. 

John Stephani, who owns For-
mula K Family Fun Parks Inc. with 
Richard. Sexton, said he expects to 
appeal. Asked whether the awards 
might put the park out of business 
if they stand, Stephani shrugged: 
* Don't know. I can't teU you." He de-
clined to comment further. The 
Kalamazoo Gazette was unable to 
reach the owners' BatQe Creek at-
torney KurtLetzring, for comment. 

Formula K, located just off the 
Mattawan exit to 1-94, opened in 
1984 and includes water and go-cart 
rides, miniature golf, batting cages 
and arcades, 
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